rigid inquiry could only verify this cause in a few instances, that he altered his opinion. If, indeed, this were a sufficient cause for its production, every one with the shoes worn at present would be liable to it; while we find that, however tight the shoe may be, when it is removed, the toes expand as before it was put on, without leaving any trace of their temporary inclination. In several of the cases examined, cold and rheumatism were referred to as the original cause; and in some of these, the simultaneous deformities of fingers and toes indicated this general cause. The rationale of the affection, in other cases, seems to be, that the ligaments of the joint become enfeebled, so that even moderate muscular action, not counterbalanced by their resistance, suffices to produce the deviation. 
